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THE STUDENT'S PROFESSOR
DOUGLAS W. MURCH*

Two thoughts come to mind when I remember Professor Randy Hale
Lee. The first was his approach to the role of teacher. The second was his
approach to the role of advisor. As a teacher, his goal was to serve his
students. As an advisor, his goal was to guide with a wise hand.
I first met Professor Lee in his Fall 2003 Labor Law and Agency and
Partnership classes. Professor Lee's goal of serving his students quickly
became evident. He took his responsibility of teaching the law seriously.
He knew that he had to help his students understand and work with the law.
Professor Lee started this endeavor by striving to learn a little bit about
every one of his students. His work with the University of North Dakota
School of Law admissions committee helped make this possible. In my
experience, you may not have known him yet, but he knew you. Professor
Lee would start with the little things: your name, hometown, and
undergraduate school. From there, this familiarity expanded into a unique
student-professor relationship. He always wanted to learn more about his
students. His goal led to many fun conversations, which grew and became
more familiar. Instead of where are you from, it was how are your parents
and are they enjoying retirement?
The relationships Professor Lee built with his students continued after
graduation. In many ways, Professor Lee was a one-man alumni department. You could ask him about a past student, and more times than not, he
knew who you were referring to and where he or she currently lived. He
enjoyed catching up with past students. Old students tell stories about how
they would happen to be at the same function as Professor Lee. He would
start a conversation with you as though no time had passed since your last
visit, even if it had been several years.
Professor Lee's style in class was not uncommon. He was a lecturebased professor who would come into class everyday with his book and
lecture notes under his arm. He would start class right where the last one
had left off. As he proceeded through his lecture, he would page through
his lecture notes. However, if you sat back and watched him present his
lecture, one thing became obvious: he wasn't using the notes he was
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flipping through. He was relying on memory to work through the class,
using the notes only to casually refer to a case name. It amazed me. I had a
tough enough time learning the simple concepts, but he could work through
all his classes as though he had just lectured the specific topic yesterday.
Professor Lee also took an enthusiastic and neutral approach to his
classes. He tried to help his students understand why the law was the way it
was by knowing the history of not only the law, but also the circumstances
in which the law was made. In Labor Law class, he believed the relationship of labor and management was a symbiotic one. Although it is
obviously adversarial and sometimes contentious, each had something to
gain from the other. In Corporations class, he helped his students understand why the shareholder is many times a director's main focus, but that
the director also has to remember his responsibilities to others, such as
employees and the public at large. Finally, he helped his Professional
Responsibility students understand the rules of professional conduct were
not tools to restrict lawyers, but there to protect clients.
As an advisor, Professor Lee provided a wise and guiding hand. I
learned this through interactions with him as the advisor of the North
Dakota Law Review. He took over the role of advisor when long time
advisor, Professor Marcia O'Kelly retired. He continued her long and great
tradition of being a "hands off' advisor. He had faith that the editorial
board could handle the decisions the Law Review faced, both simple and
difficult. When the difficult decisions needed help, his door was always
open. Of course, Professor Lee was a very busy man who taught several
classes and served on several UND and North Dakota Bar committees,
among many other activities. He always made room in his busy schedule to
help his advisees. Even if he could only spare two minutes on a given day,
you had his complete attention and support. This was greatly appreciated. I
always remember leaving his office with a smile, feeling better than I had
when I went in.
Many times the best way to ask his opinion was by email. At first, I
emailed questions to Professor Lee, expecting to get back a yes or no
answer with a short explanation. Instead, I would receive a long, wellconstructed discussion of the issue, addressing all the pros and cons of each
scenario but leaving the final decision to the editorial board. I learned later
these responses were the norm and were named "Randy-grams." Each
"Randy-gram" had the caveat that he would always take longer to explain
something than everyone else.
Professor Lee also had fun with his advisor duties. The story that
demonstrates this best occurred at the 2003-2004 Law Review recognition
night. Each year, the incoming Editor in Chief and Managing Editor attend
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the National Conference of Law Reviews (NCLR) in the spring. A Law
Review tradition is that the two new editors attending the conference buy
each of the other new editors and the Law Review advisor a souvenir from
the city where the conference is held. When Managing Editor Marah
deMeule and I attended the 2004 NCLR in San Antonio, Texas, we
purchased a toy metal "Texas Ranger" star for Professor Lee. We returned
to Grand Forks and presented it to him. At the recognition evening a few
weeks later, I was sitting at a table, talking with some other Law Review
writers and editors. I then felt a hand land on my left shoulder. I turned
around, and there was Professor Lee, standing with the left side of his suit
coat open, with the Texas Ranger star pinned to his inside pocket. He
simply looked down and said, "Alright Murch, there's a new sheriff in
town!"
Professor Randy Lee's approach to teaching and advising left a mark
on everyone who was fortunate enough to know him. He took pride in
getting to know his students. He also had faith in his advisees, providing a
wise hand when it was needed. I learned a great deal from Professor Lee
and am very thankful that I knew him. Thank you Professor Lee!

